
Working.  Playing.  Exploring.  Protecting.

MARITIME on the MOVE

in the field activities with online resources

Santa Barbara harbor

http://www.sbmm.org/


A one-mile walk around the Santa Barbara Harbor

Station One: Santa Barbara Maritime Museum

Station Two: Leadbetter Beach by the Santa Barbara Yacht Club

Station Three: Breakwater Path following the Flags 

Station Four: Santa Barbara Outdoor Visitors Center 



Importance of harbors in protecting ships and boats

How harbors are built and maintained over time

Wildlife that seeks shelter in harbors: seals, sea lions, sea birds,

and shore birds

Coastal villages of the Chumash, the first residents of what we

call Santa Barbara today

The use of the Harbor during and after WWII

The harbor as home to a large commercial fleet of over 200

fishing vessels, harvesting a variety of seafood from local

waters

Public and recreational use of the harbor 

Conserving unique biodiversity of the local marine

environment

Preserving the cultural maritime history of past, present, and

future

Themes to focus on as you walk around the Santa

Barbara Harbor and enjoy your outdoor adventure!



You are standing along the "fish walk," which features

informative displays of Santa Barbara’s century-old

commercial fishing industry.

Learn about the construction of the harbor, our city's maritime

heritage, and the history of our commercial fishermen.

Look out into the harbor. What are some of the different types

of boats you see?

Today there are over 200 commercial fishing vessels,

harvesting seafood from the Santa Barbara Channel and

Channel Islands. Read about the different kinds of fish and

shellfish and the fishing gear used to catch the targeted

species. 

Learn about sustainable seafood. Look up your favorite

seafood on the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch

Guide and see where and how your favorite seafood was

harvested. Is it sustainable?

Start near the steps to the 

Santa Barbara Maritime Museum

station one

working in the harbor

https://www.seafoodwatch.org/


online Resources

station one

Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program:

www.seafoodwatch.org

Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara: www.cfsb.info

History of Santa Barbara Harbor:

www.paddlesportsca.com/blog/history-of-santa-barbaras-

waterfront

Santa Barbara Waterfront: 

https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/santa-barbara-

waterfront

Santa Barbara Harbor: https://chandlery.com/santa-barbara-

harbor-info/

https://www.seafoodwatch.org/
https://www.cfsb.info/
https://www.paddlesportsca.com/blog/history-of-santa-barbaras-waterfront/
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/california/santa-barbara-waterfront
https://chandlery.com/santa-barbara-harbor-info/


Name three activities you see people enjoying in the harbor.

Look down into the water and see if you can find some

animals in the rocks or swimming around: crabs, opaleyes,

and garibaldi fish.

Look for three different kinds of algae. Collect samples or take

pictures of them and try to identify them when you get home.

Why are algae so important in the ocean?

Look for three different kinds of shore birds and or seabirds.

Take pictures of them and try to identify your birds.

Research some interesting facts about the birds: What do they

eat? Do they migrate? Where do they nest? What do you

think are some threats they face by foraging along the beach?

Dig for sand crabs. See our Maritime on the Move:

Carpinteria for more activities and details about sand crabs.

Walk towards Leadbetter Beach by the 

Santa Barbara Yacht Club

station two

playing in the harbor

https://sbmm.org/sbmm-at-home-activities/outdoor-activities/


Visit Santa Barbara Harbor:

www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/waterfront/activities/def

ault.asp

Ocean Algae: www.thoughtco.com/types-of-marine-algae-

2291975

Forests of the Sea: marinebio.org/creatures/forests

Beach Birds of CA:

www.prbo.org/cms/docs/edu/BeachGuidePDF4webreduce

d.pdf

Audubon Society: santabarbaraaudubon.org

online Resources

station two 

https://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/waterfront/activities/default.asp
https://www.thoughtco.com/types-of-marine-algae-2291975
https://marinebio.org/creatures/forests/
http://www.prbo.org/cms/docs/edu/BeachGuidePDF4webreduced.pdf
https://santabarbaraaudubon.org/


station three

exploring the harbor

What is a breakwater and why is it necessary?

Did you know that Puerto Vallarta is Santa Barbara's sister city

in Mexico?  The partnership's mission to promote peace

through mutual respect, understanding and cooperation.

Here you have a great view of Stearns Wharf, the oldest

working wooden wharf in California, which was built in 1872 to

help facilitate the transfer of people and supplies from ships to

shore.

You can also see the dredge. What is a dredge? Why do you

think harbors need to be dredged?

On this beach, you can time the waves; build a sandcastle,

watch the wind surfers, and appreciate the views of Santa

Barbara, the harbor, and the coastline.

Continue down the breakwater path following

the flags out to the point



Santa Barbara Sister City: https://sbpvsistercity.org/

History of Stearns Wharf: stearnswharf.org/history

Army Corps of Engineers preps for Santa Barbara Harbor

dredging: www.thelog.com/local/army-corps-of-engineers-

preps-for-santa-barbara-harbor-dredging

Pros & Cons of Breakwaters: sciencing.com/pros-cons-of-

breakwaters-13425585.html

The History of Santa Barbara Waterfront:

https://vimeo.com/469906665

online Resources

station three

https://sbpvsistercity.org/
https://stearnswharf.org/history/
https://www.thelog.com/local/army-corps-of-engineers-preps-for-santa-barbara-harbor-dredging/
https://sciencing.com/pros-cons-of-breakwaters-13425585.html
https://vimeo.com/469906665


station four

protecting The harbor

Read about the offshore treasures of the Santa Barbara

Channel, Channel Islands National Park and Channel Islands

National Marine Sanctuary.

Can you name the five islands in the Channel Islands National

Park and Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary? Can

you see any of them from the balcony?

What makes the Channel so rich with marine wildlife?

Name four different kinds of seals and sea lions who depend

on the islands to breed.

Name five different dolphins and whales who love to feed in

the Santa Barbara Channel.

Learn about some of the changes happening in our local

waters.

Walk back to the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum and take the

elevator to the Outdoor Visitors Center on the 4th floor



The Changing Santa Barbara Channel:

www.independent.com/2019/12/11/the-changing-santa-

barbara-channel

Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary:

channelislands.noaa.gov

Channel Islands National Park: www.nps.gov/chis/index.htm

Whale Safe: www.news.ucsb.edu/2020/020027/watching-

over-whales

Santa Barbara Channel Keepers: www.sbck.org

SB's Outdoor Visitors Center: sbmm.org/visitor-center/

online Resources

station four

https://www.independent.com/2019/12/11/the-changing-santa-barbara-channel/
https://channelislands.noaa.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/chis/index.htm
https://www.news.ucsb.edu/2020/020027/watching-over-whales
https://www.sbck.org/
https://sbmm.org/visitor-center/
https://sbmm.org/visitor-center/


Here are some fun activities provided by the Dunes Center you

can do at home after visiting the Santa Barbara Harbor.

Station One : Working in the Harbor

Overfishing

Station Two: Playing in the Harbor

The Western Sandpiper

The Snowy Plover

Station Three: Exploring the Harbor

The Humpback Whale 

The Gray Whale

Station Four: Protecting the Harbor

Renewable Energy

Oil Spill Activity 

dunescenter.org/at-home

http://dunescenter.org/at-home/
http://dunescenter.org/at-home
http://dunescenter.org/at-home
http://dunescenter.org/at-home
http://dunescenter.org/at-home
http://dunescenter.org/at-home

