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Greg Gorga, Executive Director
Jessica Tade, Deputy Director

Curatorial
Emily Falke, Curator and Director of Collections
Lydia Rao, Collections Manager

Education
Lis Perry, Director of Education
Jason Statucki, Education Programs Lead
Nova Jesswein, Education Assistant

Guest Services
Jesse Baker-Lorelli, Guest Services Manager
Anne Luna, Museum Assistant
Bruce Maldonado, Museum Assistant
Daniel Missoff, Museum Assistant

Marketing and Communications
Maclaine Fiori, Marketing and Communications Manager
Dennis Schuett, Graphic Designer

Development
Maxine Dunn, Development Manager
Linda Fields, Membership and Administrative Assistant

Facilities
Heather Behrens, Operations Manager 
Emmett Conner, Operations Coordinator
Raymond Elisa Henry, Museum Assistant
William Cochran, Facilities Maintenance Coordinator
William Cochran, Jr., Facilities Assistant
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Chuck Wilson, President

Alex Weinstein, MD, Vice President

Gail Anikouchine, Co-Treasurer

Jennifer Weisman, Co-Treasurer

John Brinker, Secretary

Sigrid Toye, Immediate Past President

We are thrilled to announce our first emeritus board members: 
Jean Schuyler (in memoriam) and George “Geoie” Writer.

Board of Directors

Our Mission
Creating excellent exhibits and educational experiences that celebrate the Santa 

Barbara Channel and illuminate our rich connections with the sea.

Don Barthelmess

David Bolton

Roger Chrisman

Andy Cooper

John Doordan

Tom Elliott

Steve Epstein

Kate Ford

Randy Fox

Jerry Jackman, PhD

Elsbeth Kleen

Chad Makela

Sabrina Papa

Suzi Schomer

Shaun Tomson
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When I first started at the museum 17 years 
ago, I was excited to continue the legacy 
of the founding trustees whose vision and 
perseverance firmly established a maritime 
museum in our community. Now, all these 
years later, I am thrilled with what we have 
built together. Today, SBMM is a beloved 
community treasure providing inspiring 
exhibitions and engagement, showcasing our 
local maritime history and rich connections 
with the sea.

SBMM provides diverse and robust educational 
opportunities, going beyond its walls with the 
national award-winning program Maritime on 
the Move, Girls in Ocean Science Conference, 
and Tall Ship Program, to name a few. 
Expanding to serve an additional 1,400 youth 
in summer 2023, the museum overall provided 
183 programs to 4,801 students in 14 cities. 

Additionally, the museum’s monthly lecture series has become a hub for leading experts to speak on 
topics ranging from California’s maritime history to the rich ecosystem in the Santa Barbara Channel. 

As the fiscal agent for two exciting collaborations – the Santa Barbara Channel Whale Heritage Area 
and the Deepwater Diving Monument Project – the museum continues to expand its reach into the 
community. Partnering with many organizations including the Ocean Futures Society, the museum 
was thrilled to announce the designation of the Santa Barbara Channel Whale Heritage Area as 
the ninth Whale Heritage (Site) Area in the world. As a partner on the Deepwater Diving Monument 
Project, the museum is honored to help facilitate the establishment of a monument, which will 
acknowledge and honor those who made Santa Barbara the birthplace of deepwater diving. 

With much going on at SBMM, I am reminded of the expression “fair winds and following seas,” 
which offers good luck, implying that a boat will have good weather and a calm sea. As we continue 
to steer our ship forward, may we all have gentle breezes and calm waters ahead. 

With gratitude,
 

Greg Gorga, Executive Director

Message from the Executive Director
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History and Legacy 
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Point Conception Lighthouse First Order 
Fresnel Lens – Preserving a Historic Treasure

Thank you to Title Sponsors  
Roger and Sarah Chrisman 

for making this project possible!

Point Conception is a headland along the 
coast of southwestern Santa Barbara County. 
It is the point on the coast where the warmer 
waters of the Santa Barbara Channel meet 
the Pacific Ocean, and it is also a place where 
strong currents converge, causing dangerous 
turbulence in a rocky area. Because of the 
dangerous weather, wind, and water conditions, 
which resulted in hundreds of shipwrecks, it 
was determined in 1852 that a lighthouse was 
necessary. In 1855, the schooner General Pierce 
brought a First Order Fresnel Lens to the new 
lighthouse, and thus delivered one of the major 
scientific and technological advancements of the 
19th century.

Invented by French Physicist Augustin-Jean 
Fresnel, and built in Paris in 1854, the lens 
uses 624 glass prisms, which was cutting edge 
technology for its day. The 18-foot tall lens weighs 
nearly 6,000 pounds. While it was operational, 
the lens projected a beam 25 miles into the most 
perilous waters off the California Coast.

In 2012, the United States Coast Guard 
approached SBMM about submitting a proposal 
to transfer the lens from the lighthouse to 
the museum. The project was risky, as Point 
Conception Lighthouse is located on a remote 
bluff-top 50 miles from Santa Barbara, with 
no road access. SBMM was able to work with a 
U.S. Coast Guard-designated lampist, a person 
allowed to transfer a lens such as this one, on the 
logistics of disassembling, packaging, and moving 
the lens first via helicopter and then by trucking 
transport to its final home at the museum. Today, 
SBMM cares for and displays the lens, which many 
believe is the most important maritime artifact 
along the Santa Barbara Channel. 

Scan the QR code to see a time lapse video of the 
lens being assembled.
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Family Legacy Lives on Through SBMM 
Board President Chuck Wilson 

When Chuck Wilson joined the SBMM Board of 
Directors, he knew he had big shoes to fill as his 
parents Ed and Helen Wilson were both founding 
keystone members of the museum when it 
opened in July 2000. Chuck has fond memories 
growing up in Santa Barbara before leaving to 
attend college at USC, ultimately receiving a 
master’s degree in public administration and 
city planning. He later built a career in city 
planning and community development in the 
Orange County area while maintaining a close 
connection to his family in Santa Barbara. “I 
remember coming to Santa Barbara to visit 
my parents and my father wanting to show 
me something at the harbor,” said Chuck. “He 
brought me to the Navel Reserve Building, which 
at the time had a large basketball court inside. 
He said they were going to build a maritime 
museum, and I was thrilled my parents got to see 
the museum open its doors during their lifetime.”

The Wilson family has a deep connection to 
maritime history, especially in the Pacific 
Northwest. In the late 19th century, Chuck’s 
great-grandfather Henry Wilson moved from 
Sweden to Aberdeen, Washington, where he 
and his brothers founded the Wilson Bros. & 
Co lumber mill business on the banks of the 
Chehalis River in Aberdeen. The company 
later expanded into the shipping business and 
owned more than 15 large sailing schooners and 
steam vessels during its career. They delivered 
lumber products to many ports including Santa 
Barbara. “Both of my parents, but especially my 
father, were excited about starting a maritime 
museum because my father had old documents 
from the shipping company,” said Chuck. “It 
was important for me to stay involved after my 
parents passed away, joining the board in 2014 
as a second-generation legacy.” 

Just as his parents before him, Chuck and his 
wife Mary are very interested in the museum’s 
educational programs and the opportunities the 
museum provides for youth to learn more about 
the ocean. “Our work looks to the past but also 
moves into the future as we tackle important 
issues facing the ocean and conservation,” said 
Chuck. “The artifacts and the history are the 
foundation, but we also go beyond our walls – 
collaborating with others so that we can do the 
best for our community.”

Chuck appreciates how multifaceted the 
museum remains as it is constantly evolving 
to include changing exhibits and interactive 
components while highlighting cornerstone 
objects such as the First Order Fresnel Lens. “The 
museum is not overwhelming. It is the perfect 
size for walking around and spending a few 
hours,” said Chuck. “What I love most is that the 
museum is not defined by one thing as there is 
truly something for everyone.”  
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Women of the Santa Barbara Harbor    

To celebrate Women’s History Month, SBMM 
highlighted several women working in and 
around the Santa Barbara Harbor. The exhibition 
included many talented individuals including:

Hiroko Benko is the president of the Condor 
Express, Santa Barbara’s premiere whale 
watching boat located in the harbor. Benko loves 
inspiring others to learn about and appreciate 
the beautiful and diverse ocean bordering Santa 
Barbara. Her late husband, Fred Benko, founded 
the Whale Corps in 1995, and now, after many 
decades of advocacy, the Santa Barbara Channel 
is designated as the ninth Whale Heritage Area 
in the world. “My favorite part of this job is 
introducing our guests to and providing them 
with the opportunity to see the marine life in the 
Santa Barbara Channel,” said Benko. 

Christine Healy is the executive director of the 
Central Coast Ocean Adventures Foundation 
(CCOAF) and captain of the schooner Mystic 
Whaler, which hosts the Santa Barbara Maritime 
Museum’s Tall Ship educational program. Healy 
grew up by the ocean and was mentored in 
sailing by Jennifer Kaye, owner and skipper of 
Woodwind and Woodwind II. For Healy, it was 
racing these sailboats in Annapolis, Maryland 
that helped hone her skills. As captain of the 
Mystic Whaler, Healy sails the ship, while also 
training her crew and making sure Coast Guard 

regulations are met. “My favorite part of this job 
is watching students transform when they step 
on the ship,” said Healy.

Jessica Gray is a Santa Barbara Harbor patrol 
officer, working to maintain a safe waterfront 
for all. Gray attributes her success in this role to 
her mentor, Monica Broumand, a retired harbor 
patrol officer, and is excited to see her own 
daughter one day follow in her footsteps. “On 
any given day, I can go from running a medical 
emergency or responding to a law enforcement 
call to helping a distressed boater,” said Gray. 
“The best part of my job is working on the water, 
never knowing what the next shift will bring.”

In 2013, Francie Lufkin was the first woman to 
be elected as the staff commodore of the Santa 
Barbara Yacht Club. Additionally, Lufkin spent 
several years on the SBYC Board of Directors, 
serving as rear commodore in charge of racing 
before becoming the vice commodore in charge 
of the club and grounds. She attributes her love 
of the water to her father, who introduced the 
family to sailing. “Being able to walk to the beach 
for a stroll, always gives me a new perspective on 
life,” said Lufkin.

Women of the Santa Barbara Harbor was on view 
in the public hallway of the Waterfront Center 
Building.
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Remembering the Honda Disaster

On September 8, 1923, 14 Clemson-class 
destroyers from Destroyer Squadron 11 left 
San Francisco for San Diego, on an engineering 
speed run designed to test the endurance of 
their crews. Little did the men know that within 
hours, they would be involved in the greatest 
Naval peacetime disaster in United States 
history. On its 100th anniversary, SBMM featured 
photographs highlighting the aftermath of what 
is now known as the Honda Disaster.

Commodore Edward H. Watson led the squadron 
out to sea that morning for gunnery drills until 
11:00 a.m., after which they started steaming 
south down the coast at 20 knots. Issues started 
to arise shortly after, starting with the order from 
Watson that the USS Delphy would be responsible 
for navigating the entire squadron. The other 
destroyers were barred from contacting radio 
stations for bearings, leaving formation to sight 
the coastline, or slowing to take a depth sounding. 

Ultimately, command was left to Lieutenant 
Commander Hunter, a skilled officer who 
unfortunately relied primarily on dead reckoning 
from the last landmark sighted nine hours 
prior as the fog closed in. He feared hitting San 
Miguel Island, where the Cuba had wrecked 
that morning. After some discussion, Watson 
approved the fatal decision to turn to the east 
without slowing or radioing the other ships, so as 
not to ruin the speed run.

At 9:00 p.m. the Delphy turned 90 degrees hard 
to port. Plowing through thick fog at 11 yards per 
second, she was only five minutes on this new 
course when she fell prey to the “Devil’s Jaw” 
of Honda Point. Fast aground, sailors tried to 
make radio contact with the ships behind them, 
breakdown lights and sirens were activated, and 
the engines were reversed in an attempt to back 
off the rocks. It was all in vain as surging waves 

dragged the ship over the reef and ripped the hull 
open, causing a loss of power and a large oil slick 
to form. Trusting their flagship to navigate them, 
six more destroyers followed in close formation 
and ran aground within minutes: the S.P. Lee, 
Young, Woodbury, Nicholas, Fuller, and Chauncey. 
The Farragut and Somers hit offshore reefs and 
suffered light damage but were able to stay 
afloat. The back of the squadron  – Percival,  
Kennedy, Paul Hamilton, Stoddert,  and  
Thompson – narrowly avoided disaster.

Through the night and following day, crews stood 
by their posts until ordered to abandon ship by 
their captain, even as power failures plunged 
them into darkness and radio silence. Then came 
the treacherous task of making it through the 
oily, surging sea to jagged rock cliffs, where they 
were eventually discovered and aided by the 
townspeople of Lompoc. Many mistakes were 
made leading up to the disaster, and ultimately 23 
lives were lost. Even with countless extraordinary 
acts of bravery that night, seven ships were 
declared a total loss estimated at $13 million.
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SBMM’s educational programming incorporates 
experiential learning outside the traditional 
classroom, going beyond the walls of the museum. 
Programs encourage curiosity and community 
outreach with special emphasis on California’s 
maritime history and human interactions with  
the sea. 

Students find it thrilling to embark on exciting and 
investigative experiences close to their homes and 
schools. Programs such as Whales are Superheroes!, 
Maritime on the Move (a national award-winning 
program), Girls in Ocean Science Conference, and 
Marine Science provide students with a sense of 

adventure as they think about maritime connections 
in the natural environment.

SBMM reaches broadly into the community in 
order to deliver as many educational opportunities 
as possible. Just last year, SBMM provided 183 
programs to 4,801 students in 14 cities. Each year, 
with help from generous donors, sponsors, and 
foundations, SBMM is able to significantly expand 
its reach in the communities served. Through 
scholarships and discounts, SBMM programming 
brings equity and access to locally underserved 
students, creating social change by reducing historic 
barriers to coastal access and experiences.

 
A partnership with Central Coast Ocean Adventures 
Foundation, the schooner Mystic Whaler offers 
students the opportunity to learn what life was like 
for merchant sailors of the 1800s, receiving a unique 
experience that cannot be matched in any classroom. 

“Your outstanding Tall Ship program reinforces what 
is being taught [in classrooms] in a way no other 
program could do so successfully,” said Ron Maderas, 
a fourth-grade teacher at Pine Grove Elementary 
School. “I simply love what the program has done for 
my hundreds of students over the years, for the life-
long memories it has provided them (and me), and 
for how it has made them ‘grow up to be salts’ right 
in front of my eyes.”
 

SBMM Education Programs Provide 
Unforgettable Experiences 

Tall Ship Program

“It was really fun learning all about what a 
sailor’s life was like in 1842.” ~ Nova, age 9.

“I enjoyed seeing the dolphins and the sea lions. 
I also loved raising the sail!” ~ Sadie, age 11.

“It was very moving and extremely educational. 
I didn’t imagine it would be so much fun!”  
~ Kimberly, age 10.
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The Girls in Ocean Science Conference is an annual 
event, connecting female ocean experts and 
scientists with young women looking to explore 
ocean science-based fields of study and careers. 
Both middle school and high school students (each 
group participating in a day-long conference) 
receive learning and mentorship as they conduct 
research in labs and at sea aboard a local vessel. 
Young women who love science or who are just 
beginning to show an interest come away with 
connections and resources that empower them to 
continue their exploration and passion for the sea.

“I was fortunate to grow up in a family that was 
enthusiastic about the outdoors and supported my 
interest in the natural world,” said Penny Owens, a 
previous conference co-chair and education and 
community outreach director for Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper. “There’s a saying that if you see it, 
you can be it. That’s the power of representation to 
expand young people’s perceptions of what they 
can achieve.”

SBMM is thrilled to have initiated this conference in 
the Santa Barbara community – and really this is just 
the beginning as the museum is looking forward to 
growing the conference in the years to come. 

“I love this conference because it provides important 
resources and connections for participants wanting 
to further their interest in ocean science,” said SBMM 
Deputy Director Jessica Tade. “Young women are 
connecting with amazing female scientists, learning 
more about future pathways for professional success 
while sharing their passion for the natural world.”

The Girls in Ocean Science Conference is generously 
sponsored by the Steinmetz  Foundation.

Thank you to the following donors for making SBMM’s educational programs possible!

SBMM Education Programs Provide 
Unforgettable Experiences 

Girls in Ocean Science Conference

Roger and Sarah Chrisman
Jack Mithun and Mercedes Millington
Marie L Morrisroe
Steinmetz Foundation

Coeta and Donald Barker Foundation
Brown Family Foundation
Chevron
Mosher Foundation
The Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation

Williams-Corbett Foundation
Montecito Bank & Trust
June G. Outhwaite Charitable Trust
George B. Page Foundation
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
Wood-Claeyssens Foundation

Roy E. Crummer Foundation
Agnes B. Kline Memorial Foundation
Santa Barbara Yacht Club Women
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Volunteer Ann Howard Brings Passion for  
Art and Sailing to SBMM

Ann Howard is one of SBMM’s newest volunteers, bringing with her great 
enthusiasm for her role as a docent. As she passes the one-year mark on 
her involvement, she discusses her passion for art and sailing and how 
the museum became the perfect outlet for her love of volunteerism.

SBMM: Are you from Santa Barbara originally?

ANN: I arrived in Santa Barbara after graduating from high school in 
the late 1960s so that I could attend the Brooks Institute. I chose Santa 
Barbara because it was so beautiful, and because at the time, Brooks had 
a fine arts school. Photographer Ernie Brooks wanted the photography 
students to expand their knowledge and to see how photography could 
be included into other mediums so the school had ceramics, painting, 
drawing, and a glass blowing studio. As a student, I studied figure 
drawing and ceramics.

SBMM: When did you discover your love for the ocean?

ANN: I worked several different jobs in Santa Barbara before finding my way to the harbor, where I met 
an abalone diver. He had a boat, and he gave me a job working as a tender. We would go out to the Santa 
Barbara Channel Islands, and he would harvest abalone. And there I was helping! That was really my first 
experience on the ocean, and it ended up having a lifelong impact on me.

SBMM: How did you find out about SBMM? 

ANN: I took a few plein air art classes from artist Thomas Van Stein, and he was the person who brought me 
to SBMM for the first time. When I discovered how fabulous the museum was, I bought a membership as I feel 
strongly about supporting local art and local businesses. 

SBMM: What inspired you to become involved as a volunteer?

ANN: Because I was a member of the museum, I received an email about SBMM’s need for volunteers. I like 
volunteering and love nonprofit organizations because I always connect with like-minded people. So, I 
decided to check it out and became a volunteer!

SBMM: What do you like best about volunteering?

ANN: My favorite thing about volunteering at SBMM is the people and the visitors who come to the museum. 
I have met many individuals from the boating/sailing world including divers and crews and have interacted 
with people visiting from all over the world. I feel rewarded every day I volunteer at SBMM as I am learning so 
much about the history of the Channel Islands. Just hearing these stories has enhanced my curiosity and my 
interest in learning more about everything the museum has to offer. 

SBMM: Why do you continue volunteering?

ANN: SBMM is the perfect place. It is history, marine life, and my favorite people on the planet including 
sailors, fishermen, and artists. For me, the museum is the perfect blend of everything I like best.
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SBMM Partners with Dart Coffee Co. to Bring 
New Coffee Bar to the Santa Barbara Harbor

Recently, SBMM announced the opening of Dart 
Coffee at the SB Maritime Museum, a coffee bar 
bringing locally roasted coffee to the Santa Barbara 
Harbor, and the surrounding community. With Dart 
Coffee Co. as its operator, the new venue hosts a 
variety of hot and cold specialty coffees, drip coffee, 
and pastries.

“In addition to great coffee, Dart creates an 
atmosphere of belonging and space for people to
gather,” said SBMM Executive Director Greg Gorga. 
“The harbor is such a vibrant place enriched even more 
by the families, friends, and professionals visiting and 
working here every day. The coffee bar allows folks 
to rest and recharge with a great cup of joe – all while 
enjoying the view of our spectacular harbor.”

Dart Coffee Co. is dedicated to serving delicious 
coffee to all that visit the harbor. The shop’s beautiful 
interior and the patio’s iconic views of the active Santa 
Barbara Harbor and the Santa Ynez Mountains are fast 
becoming a favorite for locals and visitors.

“We are thrilled to join and serve the harbor 
community in one of Santa Barbara’s most iconic
locations,” said Dart Coffee Co. owners Erika Carter, 
Dr. David Dart, and Carter Hallman.

“It is said that coffee fosters a sense of community,” 
said SBMM Board President Chuck Wilson. “We love 
the synergy and family-friendly environment that 
Dart Coffee has brought to our picturesque museum 
and harbor.”

“I’m so excited to watch this partnership flourish with 
Dart Coffee and I can’t wait to see all the activity it 
brings to the heart of our harbor,” said Robyn Parker. 
“The Maritime Museum has always been a big hit for 
my kids and the addition of coffee will surely be a big 
hit for all the parents out there!”

Grab a cup of joe! Dart Coffee Co. at the SB Maritime 
Museum is open daily from 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
A special thank you to Marie L Morrisroe and the 
Hutton Parker Foundation for funding this endeavor.
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Navigators Circle
Peter and Becky Adams
Nathan & Anna Alldredge
Joseph and Melanie Allen
Shane & Genny Anderson
Gail and Nicolai Anikouchine
Sarah Argyropoulos
The Whimsie Fund
Jesse Baker-Lorelli & Don Rizzo
Don Barthelmess & Carol Kallman
Herbert and Mariva Barthels
Randy & Susan Bassett
Jerome and Dinah Baumgartner
Hiroko Benko
Ronald and Marlys Boehm
David Bolton & Gonzalo Sarmiento
Ed and Ann Brady
Gary Brazina
John and Ann Brinker
Debbie and Mike Bruce
Alan and Sally Brudos
Wendy Bruss
Suzanne D Bucy
Kathy Burt
Jack and Karen Byers
Bill and Peggy Callahan
Allison Callis
Kielle Campbell Horton
Timothy and Louise Casey
Margriet Caswell

Channel Islands National  
     Marine Sanctuary
Alan and Karen Clark
Ralph Clevenger & Mary  
     Jane Headlee
Richard and Mary Compton
Mark and Ellie Smith Cooper
Andy and Mary Jane Cooper

John and Danielle Crowder
John and Robin Cudahy
Thomas and Sheila Cullen
Lesley Cunningham
James and Leah Cushman
Julianna and Tom Dain
Scott and Leslie Deardorff

Sherry & Steve DeDecker
Gene and Deanna Dongieux
John and Tracie Doordan
Ginni Dreier
Robert and Carolyn Duncan
Jacqueline Eldridge
Thomas and Nanci Elliott
Dan and Rae Emmett
Robert and Christine Emmons
Steve Epstein & Keller Williams
Don and Carole Eversoll
Donald, Linda & Justin Fareed
Tom Farr and Diane Evans
Ron and Elizabeth Fisk
Katherine Ford
Randy Fox and Terry Bartlett
Randy Franciose
Chris Frisina
Bettye Fue
Don Galloway & Doedy Orchowski
Kyle M. Gaspar
Bob and Mary Gates
Nathan and Janet Gates
Gary and Susan Gleason
Frederic and Nancy Golden
Greg Gorga
Russell Gorga
Bob Hanrahan
Wendel and Judith Hans
Robert and Victoria Hazard
Chris Heimlich and Barbara Hrach

Membership at SBMM

You put the wind in our sails! Your support allows the museum to provide diverse educational 
opportunities and showcase exciting exhibitions – all while highlighting 13,000 years of 
maritime history – from Chumash culture to today’s surfing and environmental movements.

Members provide foundational support to the museum. Learn more about SBMM 
membership at sbmm.org.

Thank you to our 2022-2023 members!
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Anthony Henkins
Susan and Rod Hersberger
Leonard Himelsein
Michael and Christine Holland
Ann Howard
David E. Jackson
Elizabeth Bixby Janeway 
      Foundation
Filip Jankovic
Marian Jean
Dennis & Virginia Johns
Ann Johnson
Peter and Gerd Jordano
Donavan and Randie Judkins
Jon and Patricia Kent
Jorgen and June Kjaempe
Elsbeth Kleen and Ken Clements
Terry Kleid and Mike Cutliff
Douglas and Tamara Klug
Ellie Kohn and Olamide Dowu
Chris Lancashire
Jack and Janis Lapidos
Kristin Larson
Beth Leddy
George and Laurie Leis
Sally Leon-Tondro
Maria Long
Steve and Cindy Lyons
Hilary MacDonald
Craig and Cindy Makela
Patty Marshall
Michael Matheson
Jim and Kathleen McClure
Sue McCue
Dawn McGrew
Lana McIntyre
Don and Mary McKenzie
Kevin and Christine McTague
Nancy McToldridge
Mimi Michaelis
Bruce Micheel
Glen H. Mitchel, Jr.
Hank and Mari Mitchel
Doug and Diane Morgan
Marie L Morrisroe
Judith Muller
Charles Munger
Michael Murray
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Najera
Bill and Marian Nasgovitz

Michele Neely
Scott Newhall and Pauline Sattler
Dana Newquist & Andrea Eltinge
Teresa Newton-Terres
Ron Nichols
Rick Oshay
Gail Osherenko and Oran Young
Jeff Overeem
Pacific Premier Bank
Jay and Talia Roston
Sabrina and Tony Papa
Lanette Perry
Plains All American Pipeline
Alan Porter and Brenda Blalock
Leslie and Dennis Power
William Bridge Jr. & Michele Profant
Bradley Proffitt 
Wilson Quarré and Peggy Wiley
Scott and Mary Rafferty
Bob Ratcliffe
Garland and Brenda Reiter  
     Family Foundation
Adam and Kara Rhodes
Michael Rich and Emily M. Wilson
Ken and Charlotte Richardson
Robert K. & Barbara J. Straus  
     Family Foundation, Inc.
Thomas and Charmaine Rogers
Grace Romero-Pacheco
Geoff and Alison Rusack
Robert and Doris Schaffer
Frank and Leslie Schipper
Thomas and Carol Schleck
Suzi Schomer
Thomas K. Schultheis
Linda Seals
Peter and Nini Seaman
Rita Serotkin
Susan Sheller
Dawn Sherry
Mark and Kathleen Shevitz
Herbert and Bui Simon
Nancy Smith
Christine Smith
Gary and Linda Smythe
Linda and Peter Snowden
Grace and Frank Spada
Jason and Catherine Statucki
David and Marilyn Statucki
Ron and Mary Jane Steele

Ann Steinmetz and Steve Senesac
Ed Stetson and Mary Barron
Clark and Linda Stirling
Barbara Stupay
Tim and Margie Sullivan
Sarah Sundquist
Felicia Sutherland & Andrew  
     Sutherland
The Nurture Foundation
Amanda Thomas and Jay Williams
Gina Tomlinson
Shaun and Carla Tomson
Chris Toomey

Anne Smith Towbes
Sigrid and Frederick Toye
Katelyn Trebbow
Sam and Sandra Tyler
Charlotte Tyler
Janet Underwood
Nancy and Tom Upton
Wendy Vos
Mark and Kathleen Wardman
Kathryn Washburn
Mark Watson
Kathy Weber
Alex Weinstein and Betty Helton
Donna Weinstein
Jennifer Weisman
Paul and Mary Weisman
Dana White
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Chuck and Mary Wilson
Bill and Janne Wissel
Ron and Sharon Wolfe
Vince and Judy Wood
Kirt and Nicole Woodhouse
Jenny Wright
Grace Yoon
Robert and Gail Young
Alex and Gina Ziegler
Zog Industries

Clipper
Angela Antenore
James & Frances Antenore
Harrison & Anne Croff
Mary Garton
Gavin Roy
Kaia Kababik
Ami and Tom Kearns
John Michael Koelsch
John and Teresa Koontz
Gary and Lynn Larson
Thomas and Judith Mack
Nyle and Marie Monday
Keith Whiting Moore
Andrew Norris & Sally Sheridan
Stephen Palmer &  
     Lisa Bertero Palmer
Thomas Parker & Karen Broumand
Tom Patterson
Timothy Putz
Brian and Judy Robertson
Ellen Robinson
Evelyn and Edward Savage
Peter Sawyer and Donna Jones
Leslie Storr
Terry and Patricia Straehley
Lew and Nina Venegas
Charles Vinick and Susan Venable
Garth Whitten
Robert and Deborah Wright

Captain
Richard Banks
Chuck Beattie

Gretchen Beckert and Steven
     Trainoff
Jeffrey and Rebecca Berkus
Andy Berwick & Merri Reid Berwick
Linda and Kyle Butterwick
Darren and Luann Caesar
Capt. Patrick J. Carney
Robert Claycomb & Jan Everote
Barbara Cleveland
Robert & Kathryn Crippen
Joe and Bonnie Danely
Ryan Davis
Howard Jay Smith and Patricia 
     Bivans Dixon                
Dan and Suzanne Durbeck
Terry and Sally Eagle
MaryLu & Edward Edick
Pamela Elliott & Scott Frasier
Betty Lou Frost
William and Mary Fryer
Ron and Danelle Gin
Hayden & Sarah Gower
Valerie Harrison
Charles and Laura Huff
Leslie Jones
Karen Kahn & Roy Hildestad
Alan Kemp
Pita & Majid Khorsandi
Dennis Kimbrough

Peter Labahn & Maria  
     Finazzo-Labahn
Sharon Larson
Steven and Kristin Lewis
Jon and Sue Lewis
Karen and Edward Marini
Robert Mark
Roger and Vicki Marlin
Ed and LynAnn McGinn
Janet McGinnis
Maurie McGuire
Brian and Kristin McWilliams
Russ & Chris Meznarich
Lisa and Gordan Michie
Donald and Rena Mills
Susan and John Mitchell
TJ Natale
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Victor and Inge Cox
Bill and Kathy Crevier
Michael Crookston & Karen  
     Beckstead
Scott and Kathy Cunningham
John and Maria Cunningham
Neil Cutcliffe
Dave Dahl
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Linda Fields
Philip Fine and Beverly Holley
Mary Firestone
Art and Louise Fisher
Monte and Patty Fligsten
Veronica Flores & Benjamin Howard
Richard and Dodie Fortune
Edward and Alexis Foster
Ann Fryer
Stuart & Deborah Fuss
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Spencer & Margaret Gosenson
Erin Graffy de Garcia &  
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Christian Hali
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William and Nyna Mahan
Michael Malone
Rita Manning and Ron Nusenoff
Ashley & Ron Birdsall-Marba
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Michele Martin
Maryvonne & Stephen Martin
Mayko Martinez
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Linda and Robert Meyer
Steve & Megan Miley
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Desi Olukotun & Carolyn Johnson
Shannon O’Neal
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Kris Rehler
Susan Renfrew
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Gregory Weil and Jan Glick
Anna Wilmans



26

SBMM Supporters
Donor support bolsters SBMM’s work and assists the museum in its 
ability to provide meaningful and immersive experiences including 
diverse educational opportunities and inspiring exhibitions. Thank  
you to the following 2022 - 2023 supporters:

Anonymous
Duncan and Meredith Abbott
Neil and Sue Ablitt
Peter and Rebecca Adams
Anna Alldredge
Gary Allensworth
SB Region Porsche Club Of America
Shane and Genny Anderson
Nicolai and Gail Anikouchine
Richard and Sally Arnold
Don Barthelmess and Carol Kallman
Randy and Susan Bassett
Jerome and Dinah Baumgartner
Gretchen Beckert and Steve Trainoff
Terry Behrens
Norm and Bari Belcher
Jules and Rebecca Bender
Judge Robert Benham
Hiroko Benko
George and Sharon Sheehan-Bifano
Tim Bliss
Ronald and Marlys Boehm
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Michael Crookston & Karen Beckstead
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Dave Dahl
Julianna and Tom Dain
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Steve Epstein
Ted and Adrian Erler
James and Jackie Ewing
Lynda Fairly and Richard Finkley
Tom Farr and Diane Evans
Santa Barbara Sea Glass &  
     Ocean Arts Festival
Ron and Elizabeth Fisk
Monte and Patty Fligsten
Katherine H. Ford
Hutton Parker Foundation
Santa Barbara Foundation
Pajadoro Family Foundation
The Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation
WWW Foundation
Michael & Kathleen McCarthy/ 
     The Nurture Foundation
Smith-Walker Foundation
Brown Family Foundation
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The Wood-Claeyssens Foundation
Roy E. Crummer Foundation
Steele Family Foundation
George H. Griffiths & Olive J.  
     Griffiths Charitable Foundation
Steinmetz Foundation
Underwood Family Charitable  
     Foundation
George B. Page Foundation
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David and Lauren Goss
Randall and Jana Greer
Renee Grubb
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Lad Handleman Estate
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David Edward Jackson
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Marian Jean
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Ward Rafferty, Jr.
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Chris Lancashire
MaryAnn E. Lange
Jack and Janis Lapidos
Kristin Larson
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Andrew Norris & Sally Sheridan
Michael and Lisa O’Connell
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Sabrina and Tony Papa
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Jeanene and Kent Pierce
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Judith Powell & James Shanteau
Leslie and Dennis Power
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Bradley N. Proffitt
Wilson Quarré and Peggy Wiley
Harry and Randi Rabin
Scott and Mary Rafferty
Ellen Rauch
Richard and Sarah Reeves
Lisa Reich
Susan Renfrew
Robert Rice
Michael Rich and Emily M. Wilson
Ken and Charlotte Richardson
Michael Ring
Gilbert and Ines Roberts
Thomas and Charmaine Rogers
Michael & Judith Rothschild
Geoff and Alison Rusack
Hal and Christine Saunders
Edward and Judith Pritkin Savage
Peter Sawyer and Donna Jones
Robert and Doris Schaffer
Lee Scheuermann
Frank and Leslie Schipper
Thomas and Carol Schleck
LeAnne Schlinger
Frank Schmidt
Anneliese Schneider
Suzi Schomer
Laguna Blanca School
Thomas K. Schultheis
Peter Schuyler and Lisa Stratton
John and Marianne Schuyler
Robert Schwemmer
Bruce and Barbara Scollin
Peter and Nini Seaman

John Sekula
Agnes Senn
Rita Serotkin
UBS Financial Services
Suzi Sheller
Mark and Kathleen Shevitz
Ryan Siemens
Cynder Sinclair and Dennis Forster
Ms. Christine Smith
DaAnne and Robert Smith
Wayne and Barbara Smith
Gary and Linda Smythe
Linda and Peter Snowden
Jack and Judy Stapelmann
David and Marilyn Statucki
Ann Steinmetz and Steve Senesac

Ed Stetson and Mary Barron
Daniel Stetson
Elizabeth Stewart
Clark and Linda Stirling
Ken and Dinah Stovall
Barbara H Stupay
James and Sally Subject
Evelyn Sullivan
Tim and Margie Sullivan
Felicia Sutherland
Jessica Tade
Brian and Linda Tappeiner
Teresa Newton-Terres
Amanda Thomas and Jay Williams
Bruce and Robin Tiffney
Edward and Joan Tomeo

Shaun and Carla Tomson
Sally Leon-Tondro
Christopher Toomey
Bicky Townsend and Bill Goldsmith
Sigrid and Frederick Toye
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust
B.P. Moser Charitable  
     Distribution Trust
Montecito Bank & Trust
June G. Outhwaite Charitable Trust
Ellie Tuazon
Charlotte S. Tyler
Vicki and John Ummel
Nancy and Tom Upton
Lew and Nina Venegas
Nick & Betty Veronico
Henry and Freda Vizcarra
John and Anna De Vore
Wendy Vos
Mark and Kathleen Wardman
Kathryn Washburn
Robert and Lisa Watt
Jeff Waxman
Paul and Cheryl Weakliem
Kathleen Weber
Gregory Weil and Jan Glick
Donna Weinstein
Alex Weinstein and Betty Helton
Jennifer Weisman
Paul and Mary Weisman
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Bill and Janne Wissel
Santa Barbara Yacht Club Women
Vince and Judy Wood
Kirt and Nicole Woodhouse
George and Judy Writer
Kathryn Yates
Grace Yoon
Robert and Gail Young
Fred Zemke
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Flagship Society

Gail and Nicolai Anikouchine
Victor Atkins
Don Barthelmess and Carol Kallman
Dr. Herbert Barthels
Russel Behm*
Barbara Bengry
John and Ann Brinker
Dwight Brooks III*
Ernest Brooks II*
Steven and Linda Buesch
Andrew and Mary Jane Cooper
Mark and Eleanor Smith Cooper
Clinton Davis*
Silvio Di Loreto*
John and Tracie Doordan
Tom and Nanci Elliott
Steve Epstein
Harold* and Bettye Fue
Robert Glogow*
Greg Gorga
Lad Handelman* and Linda Seals
Dr. Jarrell and Michele Jackman

Marian Jean
Elsbeth Kleen and Ken Clements
Mimi Michaelis
Keith Whiting Moore
Wilson Quarré and Peggy Wiley
Rick and Sarah Reeves
Brian and Judy Robertson
Thomas and Charmaine Rogers
Brooke Sawyer*
Jean K. Schuyler*
Gary and Linda Smythe
Denise Stevens and Quentin Panek
Amanda Thomas and Jay Williams
Willard and Jo Thompson
Douglas Washington
Alex Weinstein, MD and Betty Helton, MD
Charles and Mary Wilson
Bill and Janne Wissel
George and Judy Writer
Anonymous

*Deceased

Flagship Society members have created a promising future 
and legacy through a bequest or other planned gift to 
the museum. Planned gifts have a lasting impact on the 
community, and for future generations. 

“We made a legacy gift to the Santa Barbara Maritime 
Museum, because we believe the past affects our future, and 
we want to ensure that all children in Santa Barbara County 
have the opportunity to participate in the Maritime Museum’s 
Tall Ship programs. In order to protect our oceans, we have to 
know as much about them as possible. The Maritime Museum 
provides that education, those experiences, and makes 
learning fun.”  — George and Judy Writer
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Financial Statements

SBMM is committed to fiscal responsibility, ensuring best practices are utilized for financial 
management and that funding is disbursed in a responsible, sustainable, and transparent manner. 
Below are selected pages from the audit of  SBMM’s financial statements, of which the full version is 
available at sbmm.org.

Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
Statement of Financial Position

June 30, 2023
(With comparative totals for 2022)
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Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
Statement of Activities
Year ended June 30, 2023

(With comparative totals for 2022)
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Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
Statement of Functional Expenses

Year ended June 30, 2023
(With comparative totals for 2022)
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Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
Statement of Cash Flows
Year ended June 30, 2023

(With comparative totals for 2022)
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Collaboration and Preservation



35

Collaboration and Preservation
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SBMM - Recent Exhibits
SBMM provides engaging exhibitions for all ages, highlighting the local artistic community, 
international artists and photographers, and delving into Santa Barbara’s robust maritime history. 
Recent exhibitions included both historical and contemporary photographs and works of art 
showcasing images of lighthouses, waves, the Santa Barbara Harbor, polar bears, and more.

The Lure of Lighthouses & Dancing Waves
Lighthouses illuminate a sea that is never 
still. Whether looking at the ocean from the 
shore or a boat, we expect to see waves. A 
transmission of wind energy across the 
ocean, a wave travels endlessly until it 
breaks onshore. How it breaks depends 
on how it meets the shore, and whether 
the profile of the shoreline is shallow or 
steep. The Lure of Lighthouses & Dancing Waves was a recent SBMM exhibition featuring more than 
35 photographs of lighthouses and waves by the renowned and Emmy Award-winning surfing 
photographer and videographer Dan Merkel. Images in the show depicted lighthouses near and 
far – from Cape Elizabeth and Cape Hatteras on the East Coast and Point Loma and Point Pinos on 
the West Coast to Portugal and Australia – and were coupled with images of breath-taking photos of 
waves throughout the world.

“When I first met Dan Merkel, I was interested in seeing his lighthouse photos as SBMM is the home of 
the Point Conception Lighthouse Lens,” said SBMM Curator Emily Falke. “I was in awe of Dan’s work 
as he evokes an emotion of ‘place,’ mesmerizing the viewer with his use of mood provoking light, 
and incorporation of predawn clouds and beautiful sunsets.” 

Bring Maritime History to Your Community
SBMM is pleased to provide traveling exhibitions to enhance and support a 

museum or gallery’s community offerings. Six exhibits are available (including The 
Lure of Lighthouses & Dancing Waves and 170 Years of Harbor History), covering 
everything from Santa Barbara harbor history, to ocean life, and even mermaids. 

Learn more at sbmm.org/traveling-exhibits/.
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Thank You to Our Exhibition Sponsors!
George H. and Olive J. Griffiths Charitable Foundation

Mimi Michaelis
The June G. Outhwaite Charitable Trust

Wood-Claeyssens Foundation

170 Years of Harbor History
170 Years of Harbor History was a selection of photographs of Santa 
Barbara’s harbor and waterfront from 1853 to the present. The exhibition 
of archival images depicted some of the most important moments in 
the creation of the city’s vibrant waterfront—from the establishment of 
Stearns Wharf in 1872 to the building of the breakwater and subsequent 
formation of Leadbetter Beach and today’s harbor business district. 
Interspersed with keystone events were snapshots of daily life including 
typical harbor scenes from decades ago. 

“The Santa Barbara Harbor is alive with activity – thriving businesses and restaurants, boating and 
sailing, water sports, and marine life – all while welcoming visitors both locally and from around the 
world,” said SBMM Deputy Director Jessica Tade. “170 Years of Harbor History reminded us about the 
origins of our impressive harbor while providing stunning imagery of its ever-changing nature.”  

Ice Bear 
Ice Bear showcased two dozen photographs capturing the frozen tundra 
surrounding Churchill in Manitoba, Canada. The exhibit depicted the 
turning point when Hudson Bay is frozen and hungry bears migrate 
toward the coast to hunt for seals, after a summer of resting to conserve 
energy. What they catch on the ice must sustain them during the 
summer and fall months, when the ice melts and food is scarce. In this 
liminal space, photographer Ralph Clevenger captured moments of 
hunger and hope as bears wait for the ice to freeze over so they can 
safely venture back onto the tundra for their first real meal in months. An additional six photographs 
featured other bears of the West Coast, which are facing similar challenges of territory loss.

“As a photographer of the natural world there are places and animals, and even plants that grab my 
attention for a variety of reasons,” said Ralph Clevenger. “Polar bears are in danger of going extinct in 
much of their range due to a warming Arctic. They were the first vertebrate species listed under the 
U.S. Endangered Species Act as threatened due to predicted climate change. This was a big reason I 
wanted to see wild polar bears in their natural habitat.”  
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SBMM Serves as Fiscal Agent for Major 
Community Collaborations
SBMM collaborates with community stakeholders on important issues surrounding the ocean and the Santa 
Barbara Channel. As such, the museum is proud to be the fiscal agent for two major projects providing a 
positive impact to the Santa Barbara community.

Deepwater Diving Monument Project
Known as the birthplace of deepwater diving, Santa Barbara has profound roots in the 
development and implementation of specialized diving methods and equipment. To 
celebrate and honor this history, a bronze fine-art sculpture will be installed at the Santa 
Barbara Harbor, serving as a testament to the inspiring individuals and pioneering techniques 
that made Santa Barbara the birthplace of deepwater diving. As the fiscal agent, SBMM is 
receiving donations in support of this project. 

“Deepwater commercial diving began right here in the Santa Barbara Harbor, and this statue 
helps honor and celebrate the divers who took mankind to deeper and deeper depths,” said SBMM Executive 
Director Greg Gorga. “Their hard work and innovations benefited all of us, especially the Santa Barbara 
community, and I believe it is important that we recognize their achievements.”

Learn more about the Deepwater Diving Monument Project and make a donation at sbmm.org/deep-water-
diving-monument-project/. Additionally, art and diving enthusiasts can purchase a 21” limited edition 
bronze statuette of the sculpture at deepwaterdivingmonument.com/.

Santa Barbara Channel Whale Heritage Area
The Santa Barbara Channel, renowned for its rich biodiversity and thriving marine ecosystem, 
has long been a haven for more than 25 different species of cetaceans (whales, dolphins, and 
porpoises). Additionally, more than 15,000 Pacific gray whales migrate through the channel 
on their way to their breeding grounds in Baja, Mexico. 

The World Cetacean Alliance and World Animal Protection recently announced the 
Santa Barbara Channel Whale Heritage Area as the ninth such area in the world. This designation highlights 
the region’s commitment to promoting responsible ecotourism, providing more ocean educational 
opportunities, supporting on-going research and conservation efforts, and honoring the timeless cultural 
connection we have with whales. SBMM plays a key role in helping to fulfill the education components of  
this designation.

“Whale Heritage Areas are becoming the gold standard for responsible whale watching destinations 
worldwide,” said Jean-Michel Cousteau, president and CEO of Ocean Futures Society and honorary president 
of the World Cetacean Alliance. “By interweaving natural and cultural elements and placing communities at 
their very heart, these areas will become places where people respect, celebrate, and protect cetaceans and 
their ocean home long into the future. I am very excited to finally have one of these Whale Heritage Areas in 
my hometown of Santa Barbara.”

Learn more about the Santa Barbara Channel Whale Heritage Area and make a donation at sbwhaleheritage.org/.



39

Let your curiosity set sail at the
Santa Barbara Maritime Museum

Centered around interactivity, SBMM’s engaging
exhibits provide hands-on learning opportunities
for all ages while celebrating more than 13,000

years of maritime history in the region.

113 Harbor Way, Ste 190, Santa Barbara, CA 93109
(805) 962-8404
Open Daily

sbmm.org
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113 Harbor Way, Ste 190, Santa Barbara, CA 93109
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